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CENTER
“Friendships at camp are different from friendships at home,” says Wyatt, a high 
school camper at Luther Springs. “At home, friendships are less serious, but at 
camp we can talk about anything and people are open to hearing you.”

Wyatt first got connected to Luther Springs when a family friend invited him. He’s 
come back every summer since. For the last several summers, Wyatt has attended 
‘Gators’ week at Luther Springs, where campers stay up later and later every night. 
The quality time and late-night conversations Wyatt has shared with other campers 
has been one of his favorite parts of camp. “I love being with the friends I’ve met at 
camp,” Wyatt says. “Being here has helped me learn to be vulnerable with people 
and share more about myself and my character. Sometimes it’s hard to open up to 
others, but my friends at camp push me to be a better person.”

Wyatt says his experiences at Luther Springs have been shaped by the young adult 
counselors who have been mentors to him over the years. “I’ve been able to watch 
counselors lead by example,” Wyatt shares. “They’ve helped me learn to be patient 



Dear friends,

By the time you read this, summer camp 2026 will be in the rearview mirror. My 
first summer as CEO of NovusWay Ministries has given me an incredible snapshot 
of the impact our camps have on God’s kingdom.

At Luther Springs, during Gators Week, I witnessed something I won’t forget. 
Campers stay up two hours later each night until the schedule flips entirely, and on 
the last night, everyone stays awake through sunrise worship. What struck me most 
wasn’t the schedule. It was the counselors. Before they pray out loud with a group 
of kids, they say, “Do what you do when you pray.” Then they do it. I know grown 
adults who have never learned to pray out loud. These college students are building 
that confidence and faith in real time, and teaching the kids beside them how to do 
it too.

At Lutheridge, I sat with families during July 4th week and heard about the long 
history many of them have here. July 4th at Lutheridge isn’t just a program. It’s a 
family tradition, passed down.

At Lutherock, I spent time with pastors who bring kids to Confirmation Camp and 
to Disaster Response Camp. It’s meaningful time watching young people in their 
churches grow in faith, and meaningful time for these pastors to spend together.

Three sites. Three different programs. They each look different. One thing holds 
them together: kids and adults meeting God in ways that stick.

None of it happens without you! Thank you for giving gifts that support facilities, 
programs, and camper scholarships. Every year, families ask if their child can come, 
and the honest answer is always yes, because someone gave so a scholarship could 
cover the gap. I believe every kid who wants to be at camp should get to go. Your 
gift makes that true.

Fall is almost here, and the program and hosted ministry schedule is full of new 
opportunities for people to meet God at camp. I hope we’ll see you!

With gratitude,

Lauri SoJourner
CEO, NovusWay Ministries
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A Message From The CEO



and respect others’ opinions. Because I’ve had those mentors, I am trying to be a 
mentor to some of the younger campers now.”

Counselors at Luther Springs also serve as Bible study leaders, and Wyatt appre-
ciates the impact their leadership has had on his faith. “It can be hard to interpret 
things in the Bible,” Wyatt says. “With our counselors, it makes it easier to under-
stand and apply to our daily lives. What centers me at Luther Springs is making God 
the center of my life. It’s harder to do that at home. It helps when you are around 
people who keep you in check.” 

One of the most memorable parts of a Gators week at Luther Springs is staying up 
on the last night and beginning the day with sunrise worship at the lake. It’s always 
a special moment for Wyatt. “There’s a lot of beauty in nature,” Wyatt says. “I love 
being at the lake and seeing sunrises and sunsets. There’s a beauty that we find in 
each other too, in our interactions and relationships with Christ. There’s a lot of 
beauty every time we are together, at camp and in church.”

Your gifts to NovusWay give campers time in nature to explore the wonder of God’s 
creation and form meaningful friendships. Thank you for your generous support of 
this ministry where lives are transformed to love and serve!
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playtime
“The thing I love most about Family Camp at Lutheridge is that it mirrors what we 
are doing in our congregation,” says Tawny Homesley, the Director of Music and 
Children’s Ministry Coordinator at Mt. Zion Lutheran Church in Conover, North 
Carolina. “We want faith to be something families practice together and Family 
Camp is another way they get to do that.”
 
Three years ago, Mt. Zion changed its approach to faith formation ministry. Rather 
than a traditional Sunday morning class model, families and children began gather-
ing one Sunday a month after worship for a meal, conversation, service activities, 
and an emphasis on resources for faith at home. “As we were starting to build this 
new ministry, I heard about Family Camp,” Tawny remembers. “I knew we needed 
to take a look at this opportunity.”
 
For the past two summers, the congregation has been giving families the chance to 
experience camp together. This summer, Mt. Zion brought 21 children, parents, and 
grandparents for a week of family camp. Tawny says the support from the whole 
congregation makes the week possible. “We hold fundraisers to support sending 
people to camp,” Tawny says. “We really want to make it affordable, so families 
don’t have to choose between vacation and camp.”
 
The impact of being at Lutheridge for families from Mt. Zion has been significant. 
“The Bible study and small group sharing is really meaningful for everyone,” Tawny 
shares. “Adults especially like having faith conversations with other adults. Our 
families also really appreciate the mealtimes at Lutheridge. Having a meal together 
as a family where they say a prayer and eat family style by passing food is so rare 
these days. It also helps that there are no screens at the table. All the things fami-
lies do at camp are empowering them to practice faith in their own homes.”
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Tawny enjoys Family Camp because she gets to bring her own family too. “My hus-
band, Nick, and I love getting to see our children in the mountains. Spending time 
with them outside in nature for twelve hours a day is wonderful,” says Tawny. “It’s 
special for me to see the openness of adults and children willing to talk about their 
faith, sing, and do silly stuff. We find the joy in playing! That’s the agenda of Family 
Camp - to be together in God’s world.”

Your gifts to NovusWay provide time away for families to disconnect from distrac-
tions and deepen connections with God and one another. We are so grateful for 
your support of this life-changing ministry.

To find out more about Family Camp at Lutheridge, 
visit Lutheridge.org/Summer-Camps

bricks
There are two things that are almost always a part of a week at summer camp – 
meeting new people and dealing with a little rain. As a middle school Campfirma-
tion camper, Collin faced both of those challenges while at Lutherock this summer. 

After making the long trip from Charleston, South Carolina to camp, Collin im-
mediately saw how different his surroundings were. “It was different than what I am 
used to,” Collin says. “It’s not as foresty down in Charleston. I liked that Lutherock 
wasn’t as busy and was less crowded.” Collin was impressed by the scenery, but 
not by the rainy weather of the first few days. “At home we just stay inside when it 
rains, but at Lutherock we still had to do things in the rain,” Collin laughs. One of 
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the things Collin did was go on the traditional Lutherock hike to Cross Rock. “The 
hike up the mountain was challenging,” Collin remembers, “but I thought it was 
cool because you could see Cross Rock through all the rain and fog.”  

Collin went to camp with some friends he knew from church, but he also had to 
meet new people who were in his cabin group for the week. “Meeting everyone 
in the cabin was pretty neat. All the things we did together as a group like playing 
basketball and doing teamwork activities helped me get to know them.”

Teamwork activities and time at the Group Interaction Course is often a great 
bonding experience for campers at Lutherock. “The activities at the course were 
challenging,” Collin says. “There was one obstacle where we had to get our group 
across a log and another one where we had to all get a foot on a platform and stay 
up there. Sometimes we weren’t good at it because people didn’t listen at first and 
everyone was going crazy. When we put our minds to it though, and worked togeth-
er, we figured out how to do things right.”

One of the highlights of the week at Lutherock for Collin was an off-site service 
project the Campfirmation group did at a local park. “There was a man there who 
had helped build the park and he was able to see us working. We were pulling weeds 
from some of the bricks he had helped put down. It was something he had wanted 
to get done for a while and he was surprised, and happy, we were doing it. It made 
me feel good that we got a chance to make a difference and help others and have 
fun as well.”

Collin’s mom Kim admits she wasn’t sure how the experience would go for Collin. 
“I never went to church camp,” Kim says, “so I wasn’t sure what it would be like. 
But Collin was really eager to tell us about what he did when he got back. Having 
an experience where he’s outside of church and you can see God in the world is 
important. Seeing Collin grow in that way has been really exciting.”
 
Collin says he learned a lot of lessons during his week at camp, including a lesson on 
being hopeful. “It was rainy one day, and then it was bright and beautiful the next 
days,” Collin says. “The rain really cleared the air. We camped out in tents one night 
and when we woke up you could see the sunrise over the mountains. I liked how 
everything was more silent and you could think. That taught me that even if a place 
looks muddy or things look down, God can make it good.” 
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Support our mission with Thrivent Choice Dollars®                                                    
Thrivent members and clients can direct Choice Dollars to support NovusWay. 
For each Choice Dollar directed, Thrivent provides $1 in grant funding – 
an easy way to make a meaningful impact! Last year, our camp friends 
directed over $20,000 to support ministry at Lutheridge, Lutherock, and 
Luther Springs through Thrivent Choice. To see if you have Choice Dollars 
available log in or register at Thrivent.com/ThriventChoice or call 
800-847-4836 and say “Thrivent Choice” at the prompt.



Fall is a Great Time to Come to Camp!
We can’t wait to welcome people of all ages to our NovusWay camps this fall. 
Here are some highlights to help you sign up or share with others.

Whether you’re into comics, board games, sci-fi, or something nobody else has 
ever heard of — there’s a seat at the table for you. Geek Gathering is a relaxed 
mountain retreat where curiosity is celebrated, fandoms are welcomed, and real 
community happens. This year’s theme is “God in the Stars.” From the force 
to the final frontier to the actual night sky, this year we’re exploring the big 
questions hiding in the stories we love. Expect thoughtful speakers and guided 
reflection on theological themes woven through Star Wars, Star Trek, and the 
cosmos itself. Guided time for stargazing will highlight the weekend. 

Don’t miss out on the fun filled Apple Festival at Lutherock this fall! Join us for 
a weekend of excitement with activities like hayrides, apple picking, apple cider 
making, ziplining, and other camp activities, suitable for all ages. October is a 
great time to be at Lutherock with breathtaking views of the mountains and fall 
colors aplenty. Come share this memorable experience with your family and 
friends at Lutherock.

It’s easy to get caught up in the rush the Advent season brings, so let’s carve out 
some time to pause, wait, and wonder, in anticipation of God’s presence among 
us. Our weekend will be full of family fun and adventure, including swimming, 
canoeing/kayaking, archery, gaga ball, campfires with cocoa and s’mores, baking 
Christmas cookies, and Advent crafts. The schedule is designed for families to 
spend some time together, some time in age-specific activities, and some time 
just enjoying being a family. Join us for a memorable weekend, delicious food, 
and faith formation - family style.  

To learn more about all these and other opportunities 
at Lutheridge, Lutherock, and Luther Springs, visit 
NovusWay.org or scan the QR code here.

Geek Gathering at Lutheridge	 November 12-15, 2026    

Apple Festival at Lutherock	 October 2-4, 2026      

Advent Family Retreat at Luther Springs 	 December 4-6, 2026
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