
removing the barriersremoving the barriers
Camp has a way of breaking down barriers to make way for spiritual connection and
fellowship among God’s children. Kari Eller, a social worker in the Atlanta area who
works with unaccompanied children, sees the barriers that exist for her clients daily. 

Maria*, age 14, and her sister Rosa*, age 10, wanted nothing more than to attend
summer camp for the first time – to swim in a lake and make s’mores over a
campfire. Unfortunately for these sisters from Mexico, there were both language
and access barriers. Unaccompanied children, or those seeking asylum in the US,
have virtually no access to government programs that provide resources and
support, including afterschool and summer youth programs. For the children that
Kari works with, experiences like summer camp are often hard to come by because
they can be expensive for families struggling to make ends meet in a new country.

To those of us who have spent time at camp – hiking trails while singing joyously, 
 bonding with cabin mates, adding a strand of yarn to our wrists at week’s end – we
know the impact a week at camp can have on our lives and the value it brings.
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 “It is absolutely my happy place,” she said. And no wonder! It’s been a “Rhyne thing”
for 72 years now. Anneliese Rhyne Lichtenstein’s thank you note in late July
connected her children’s 2022 camper experience to a line of family campers 72
years long. “My children just finished Week 5,” she wrote Lutheridge Executive
Director Van Van Horne. “My son, Max Lichtenstein, was in Night Owls (7th year)
and daughter, Sophie Lichtenstein (2nd year) was in PA.They had a phenomenal
time. The Camp Grandma was so extremely helpful and kept me up to date with our
daughter as she gets homesick and I worry.” 

Max and Sophie are the latest in their branch of the Rhyne family to be Lutheridge
campers. Mother, Anneliese, got her 10-year camper patch in 1996. Her brother
Kristian Rhyne got his 10-year camper patch in 1992. Their father, William (Billy Ray)
Rhyne was in the first group of Lutheridge Summer campers in 1951 and so listed in
Lutheridge’s pictorial history. “Daddy spent nine summers at Lutheridge,” Anneliese
recalls. “His biggest regret in life was that he didn’t get his 10-year badge as he
chose to go to basketball camp his senior year of high school. Well, the three of us
attended Lutheridge’s 65th Anniversary Weekend in 2011 and the ministry was kind
enough to present my Dad with his 10-year badge in front of everyone behind Efird
Hall on the last night of the Anniversary weekend. He was overjoyed!”

“The reason for my email,” she wrote Van Horne, “is to tell you just how much that
gesture meant to me. We lost Daddy December 8, 2020 to Covid and little did I
realize how much that night and having this badge would mean NOW. Last year was
the first year of my life I entered Lutheridge without Daddy by my side, and my
children’s first year being dropped off without him there.”
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We can’t imagine not having those experiences, but for some, it’s an inaccessible
privilege. Thanks to NovusWay's camper scholarship program and the generosity
of supporters who contributed this year, both girls were able to experience
summer camp for the first time. 

Kari assisted with transportation for Maria and Rosa to and from camp along with
their mother. Driving them from Atlanta to remote Tallapoosa, one of the sisters
commented how it felt like another world – “it’s so peaceful here.” Maria and Rosa
speak Spanish and are just beginning to learn English. They were nervous about not
being able to understand their cabin mates or counselor. At drop off, Kari
translated for Rosa and another camper to help them find common ground. Rosa
learned the other girl was also nervous and, like Rosa, enjoyed drawing. Kari recalls
the difference in the girls during their ride home after their week at camp. “Their
mother and I listened to the girls sing camp songs for two hours. They loved
getting to sleep under the stars. They were each assigned a horse to ride
throughout the week and, in true sister fashion, argued about whose horse was
better. The girls even remembered all the barn rules! ” Kari could tell they made
friends and connections they’ll remember forever. Maria told Kari that she can’t
wait to go back next year because she knows her friends will be going back to
camp, too. “I want to practice my English so when I come next time, I can tell them
everything I want.” She even wants to become a counselor in training one day. 

The girls recalled an activity where they were told to hold their breath and pretend
to whisper a secret, letting it go like a balloon. That allowed them to let go of their
worries and things that might be holding them back. “Therapy and counseling
aren’t accessible to everyone, so creative alternatives can have a huge impact. In
this way, a horse can become a therapist. There are lots of ways to provide support
and create those mind body spirit connections. It’s amazing what a little love and
TLC can do,” Kari says. She saw that the girls were loved and taken care of, which
she knows was because of the wonderful summer staff. “The care they received
was an expression of God’s love to them. To be able to give a child the experience
of camp, especially these sisters, is a gift. This was a unique experience for them.” 

This was the first time Inspiritus partnered with Lutheranch to send kids in their
care to camp. Gretchen Ahrens, Lutheranch Program Director, hopes it won’t be
the last. “It was incredible to watch the counselors learn and grow throughout the
week by tackling the language barrier so the girls could have the best camp
experience possible. They found similarities with each other – one of the
counselors had the same name as one of the sisters – and used Google translate to
communicate. Our wrangler took the time to write out the barn rules in Spanish so
the girls would feel welcome and safe. God was at work in a really cool way!” 

Gretchen and her staff are making plans to provide this opportunity to other
unaccompanied and refugee children in the Altanta area next summer. “In this
way, we are living out NovusWay’s mission and vision. We say we’re welcome to all,
but if you can’t afford it you can’t experience it. For these two girls, we removed
that barrier.”

Camp is here and welcome to all, even two Spanish speaking sisters from Mexico. 

*Names were changed to protect the privacy of the campers. 
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thank you!thank you!Give today at www.novusway.org

Giving Tuesday is right around the corner! Each gift to NovusWay
Ministries directly supports ministry work at each of our sites. Make
plans to give and follow along on social media during #GivingTuesday
November 29th! 

And as you're shopping for the holidays, remember to select NovusWay
Ministries as your charity of choice on Amazon and be sure to shop
online using www.smile.amazon.com! 

Tis the Season of Giving!

Give Today!


